
2.3.1 - Student centric methods, such as experiential learning, participative 

learning and problem solving methodologies are used for enhancing 

learning experiences 

1. Teaching learning process diagrams

2. Participative Learning

a. Guest Lectures

b. Value Added Courses

c. Design Competitions

d. Technical Workshops

3. E-Learning

a. Pica E-Library 

b. K-Hub

c. Online journals

d. ICT classroom

e. Google classroom

f. Online classes

4. Studio Based Learning

a. Feedback

b. Mentoring

c. Lectures



d. Studio Work

5. Experiential Learning

a. Study Tours

b. Lab Experiments

c. Site Visits



1. Teaching learning process diagrams

Figure 1: Student Centric methods for teaching and learning

Figure 2: Approach to the four methods in terms of componants of teaching



2. Participative Learning

a. Guest Lectures

b. Value Added Courses

c. Design Competitions

d. Technical Workshops



Format 6 

M.E.S.  

PILLAI COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE, New Panvel 

BUILDING FACADE SYSTEMS 

Subject: Architectural Building Construction 5  Session:   Year: 2023 

Date: 30th August Time: 1 pm onwards Venue: Conclave 2, 6th floor 

 

Faculty  Co-Ordinator: Prof. Vrinda Padhye 

 Guest Speaker: Joel Bennet J. 

 

The Guest lecture for ‘Building Façade Systems’ was conducted on 30th August 2023, 
1 pm onwards in Conclave-2 on 6th floor. The session continued for almost one and 
half hour engaging 50 students & 6 faculties. 
Semester V students have ‘Building Skins’ as part of their Architectural Building 
Construction Studio. Generally, architecture students study the theoretical aspects of 
these during their lectures.  To enhance their understanding of technical aspects of 
curtain walling and gaining knowledge about the current practices in architecture 
domain, the exposure to the expertise of the field is required. 
 
Aim: 
The aim was to envision students towards the current practices in the field by 
expertise in facade construction and explore the technical aspects and joineries in 
detail with the help of samples.  
 
Objectives: 

1. To understand the concept of curtain walling & different systems used for it. 
2. To understand aluminum as structural element and its joineries with the other 

members in curtain walling 
3. To understand different aspects involved in construction of aluminum 

cladding. 
  
 
 
 
 



Brief introduction of the guest: 
 
Mr. Joel Bennet. J, Techno Commercial Professional, Alumil India Pvt Ltd 

➢ Achievement Driven, high energy professional, seeking challenging assignments in 
Design, development, procurement, sales with an organization of repute, preferably 
in Facade/ building materials. 

➢ 6-7 years with Alumil India Pvt Ltd which provides certified aluminum systems, 
designed by ALUMIL Group’s Research & Development department. 

➢ ALUMIL offers comprehensive technical and engineering services for all kinds of 
construction projects across the globe, collaborating closely with the architectural 
community.  

➢ Adroit in controlling the technical and commercial aspects for different projects. 
Excellence in managing Design, development, PMU testing, operations, cost control 
& budgeting. Experience in preparing company budget, etc.  

➢ Adroitness in Managing multiple teams, customer, developers, builders and 
fabricator to result the management required standards and quality. 
 
Points Covered: 

1. Introduction of company and its working system following detail aspects of Building 
Façade Systems. 

2. Concept of Curtain Walling & its components 
3. Different systems used: Conventional, semi-unitized, unitized & stick system 
4. Fixing system of prefabricated panels 
5. Façade Design parameters & costing 
6. Stability check & water resistance testing 
7. Various certifications 
8. Basic Terminology in joineries, Technical Description 
9. Air ventilation & water drainage system 
10. Junction details explained with the help of samples. 
11. Structural systems 
12. Installation method & cost consideration 

 
Brief take away of the event/lecture: 
All these covered points helped students to understand the entire concept since idea 
to execution along with services & cost consideration. A very insightful session to 
gain knowledge by seeing samples in detail. 
Understanding the current practices in field of building facades, coordination 
required amongst consultants & design parameters required to be considered were 
the utmost important amongst all learnings.  
In architecture academic knowledge needs to be in sync with the practical 
knowledge.   



Event Poster: 
 

 

 

Guest Lecture Photos: 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Social Media Link: 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cwu6whgMc6c/?igshid=NzZhOTFlYzFmZQ== 
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Format 6

M.E.S. 

PILLAI COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE , New

Panvel

Workshop on "Stress Management for

Architecture Students"

Subject : electives sem 5 Session :  Year: 2023-

24

Date : Time: Venue:

Faculty Co-ordinator : 

Guest Speaker (If applicable): 

Please add the following documents in this report (as applicable 
for the event) : 

1. Email communication with the guest or invitee (Invitation, Acceptance, 
Thank you note)

2. CV of the guest
3. Event Poster
4. Original Photographs of the event with geo-tagging
5. Students and faculty attendance Record
6. Video clip of the event or You-tube link
7. Guest payment proof
8. Please check if the guest has filled the remuneration form.
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Aim:
To empower architecture students with tools and methodologies that help in 

managing stress effectively, thus enabling them to maintain mental well-being 

and achieve academic excellence.

Objectives:

 Understand the nature, causes, and implications of stress in academic 

environments.

 Learn and practice mindfulness, meditation, and breathing techniques.

 Create an environment where students can openly share personal 

experiences related to stress.

 Highlight the role of gratitude and a positive outlook in combating stress.

 Instill a habit of maintaining a diary for introspection and tracking one’s 

mental well-being.
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Objectives:

 Understand the nature, causes, and implications of stress in academic 

environments.

 Learn and practice mindfulness, meditation, and breathing techniques.
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Brief about the Workshop:
The workshop is a comprehensive, interactive, and immersive 5-day program 

designed exclusively for architecture students. It aims to address the unique 

challenges they face in their academic journey. Students will be introduced to 

holistic approaches that not only deal with stress but also enhance overall 

mental health. With a blend of theoretical discourses and hands-on sessions, 

participants will be equipped with tangible skills they can use throughout their 

lives.

Detailed Schedule with Content 

for Each Session:

Day 1: Laying the Foundation

Morning Session:

Discourse: Dr. Sudnya Mahimkar will kickstart the workshop by discussing the 

core concept of stress – what it means, its origins, and how it manifests, 

especially in the academic life of an architecture student.

Group Discussion: Students will discuss and identify their personal triggers in an 

open forum, emphasizing the academic environment's pressure points.

Activity: Students will be introduced to the practice of journaling and given 

diaries for the same.

Afternoon Session:

Interactive Sharing: A safe space will be created for students to share their 

personal stress stories. This session will emphasize vulnerability and empathy.

Breathing Techniques: Dr. Sudnya Mahimkar will guide students through basic 

deep breathing exercises that can be quickly employed during stressful 

moments.

Activity: "Counting the blessings" - An introspective gratitude exercise, 

emphasizing the importance of acknowledging the good in life.



Day 2: Exploring Mindfulness

Morning Session:

Discourse: An introduction to mindfulness, focusing on its significance, 

relevance, and benefits, especially in the context of a demanding academic 

environment.

Meditation: A guided session, allowing students to ground themselves and find 

their center amid chaos.

Afternoon Session:

Feedback: A moment for students to share their experiences from the morning's 

meditation.

Group Activity: Students will partake in exercises emphasizing mindfulness – be 

it through walking, mindful eating, or keen observation.

Diary Reflection: An end-of-the-day reflection to document feelings, changes, or 

shifts in perspectives.

Day 3: Delving into the Psychological Aspect

Morning Session (by Ms. Yvette Lee):

Discourse: An exploration into the deeper physiological, emotional, and cognitive

impacts of stress. A spotlight on the reasons unique to architecture students.

Group Discussion: Addressing common reasons such as looming deadlines, the 

weight of expectations, peer pressure, and more.

Afternoon Session (by Ms. Yvette Lee):

Interactive Discussion: Ms. Lee will introduce psychological strategies and 

approaches to manage and mitigate stress.
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Day 3: Delving into the Psychological Aspect

Morning Session (by Ms. Yvette Lee):

Discourse: An exploration into the deeper physiological, emotional, and cognitive

impacts of stress. A spotlight on the reasons unique to architecture students.

Group Discussion: Addressing common reasons such as looming deadlines, the 

weight of expectations, peer pressure, and more.

Afternoon Session (by Ms. Yvette Lee):

Interactive Discussion: Ms. Lee will introduce psychological strategies and 

approaches to manage and mitigate stress.

Activity: Role-playing sessions where students simulate stressful situations and 

employ learned strategies.

Day 4: Cultivating Positivity

Morning Session:

Discourse: Dr. Sudnya Mahimkar will delve into the power of positive thinking 

and its crucial role in stress management.

Interactive Sharing: Moments of joy, achievements, and even minor academic 

victories will be the highlight, reinforcing a positive mindset.

Afternoon Session:

Group Discussion: An in-depth session on gratitude's role in mental well-being.

Activity: Construction of a "Gratitude Wall" – a visual representation of things 

students are thankful for.

Diary Time: Deep reflection focusing on personal experiences with positivity and 

gratitude.

Day 5: Tying it All Together

Morning Session:

Review: Revisiting the week's learnings, collecting feedback, and sharing key 

takeaways.

Group Discussion: Students will share their personal stress-reducing techniques 

and their effectiveness.

Afternoon Session:

Meditation: A session to internalize the learnings from the workshop.



Discourse: Dr. Sudnya Mahimkar will guide students on the path forward – how to

sustain and integrate the practices and habits cultivated during the workshop 

into daily life.

Closing Activity: A collective pledge to prioritize mental health and be pillars of 

support for one another.
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REPORT

"Stress Management for 

Architecture Students"

Day 1: Laying the Foundation

Morning Session: Understanding Stress

The workshop commenced with Dr. Sudnya Mahimkar introducing the 

participants to the complex landscape of stress. She elaborated on its 

multidimensional nature, highlighting the physiological, psychological, and 

emotional facets of stress. The discussion was anchored in the academic context,

making it highly relevant to the student attendees. Following this, a group 

discussion was facilitated, wherein students delved deep into identifying their 

individual stress triggers. The collective realization that everyone grapples with 

stress in some form or another created a comforting sense of camaraderie 

among participants. The session concluded with students receiving their 

personal diaries. Dr. Mahimkar underscored the therapeutic benefits of 

journaling, emphasizing its role as a tool for introspection and reflection.



Afternoon Session: Personal Narratives & Breathing Techniques

The atmosphere was charged with vulnerability as students took turns sharing 

their personal experiences with stress. Narratives ranged from project pressures 

to interpersonal conflicts with peers, giving everyone a comprehensive 

understanding of the multifaceted origins of academic stress. Dr. Mahimkar then 

shifted the mood by introducing the group to deep breathing exercises. With 

meticulous guidance, she demonstrated how simple inhalations and exhalations 

could profoundly impact the nervous system, offering instant relief from acute 

stressors. The day wrapped up with the "Counting the Blessings" activity, 



Afternoon Session: Personal Narratives & Breathing Techniques

The atmosphere was charged with vulnerability as students took turns sharing 

their personal experiences with stress. Narratives ranged from project pressures 

to interpersonal conflicts with peers, giving everyone a comprehensive 

understanding of the multifaceted origins of academic stress. Dr. Mahimkar then 

shifted the mood by introducing the group to deep breathing exercises. With 

meticulous guidance, she demonstrated how simple inhalations and exhalations 

could profoundly impact the nervous system, offering instant relief from acute 

stressors. The day wrapped up with the "Counting the Blessings" activity, 

prompting students to reflect upon and acknowledge the positive aspects of their

lives.

Day 2: Exploring Mindfulness

Morning Session: Introduction to Mindfulness

Dr. Mahimkar initiated the discourse by defining mindfulness, emphasizing its 

roots in being present and fully experiencing the moment. She elucidated the 

cognitive benefits, such as enhanced concentration and reduced anxiety, 

particularly relevant to students. Following the discourse, a serene meditation 

session was conducted, guiding students to center themselves, fostering a deep 

sense of inner calm and awareness.

Afternoon Session: Engaging with Mindfulness

After lunch, students reconvened, sharing their meditation experiences. Many 

expressed feeling lighter and more grounded. The group was then divided into 

smaller clusters for a series of mindfulness exercises. These included activities 

like mindful walking, where each step was taken with full awareness, and mindful

eating, transforming a mundane activity into a profound experience of taste, 

texture, and gratitude. The day ended with diary reflections, where students 

noted their personal insights and observations from the day's sessions.

Day 3: Cultivating Positivity

Morning Session: Breathing, Meditation, and Its Impact on Positivity

Dr. Mahimkar began the day by delving into the intricacies of controlled 

breathing. Students practiced various techniques, observing the immediate 

tranquilizing effects on their minds. The nexus between controlled breathing, 

clear thinking, and reduced anxiety was elaborated upon. Transitioning 

smoothly, she introduced meditation and its myriad benefits. Students realized 

the significance of meditation further realizing its role as a complementary tool 

with controlled breathing in fostering positivity.



Afternoon Session: Gratitude in Practice

The group engaged in a profound discussion on the role of gratitude in mental 

well-being. Dr. Mahimkar explained the neurochemical reactions associated with 

gratitude and how they combat feelings of stress and anxiety. The session 

peaked with the creation of a "Gratitude Wall", with students penning down 

moments, big and small, for which they were grateful. Diary reflection time 

allowed students to internalize the day's lessons and insights.

Day 4: Delving into the Psychological Aspect

Morning Session: Psychological Underpinnings of Stress

Ms. Yvette Lee began by exploring stress from a psychological lens. She 

emphasized the body's physiological responses and the long-term impacts of 

chronic stress on mental health. Tailoring her discourse to the academic 

environment, she highlighted common stressors like deadlines, peer competition,

and the pressure of maintaining grades.
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Ms. Yvette Lee began by exploring stress from a psychological lens. She 

emphasized the body's physiological responses and the long-term impacts of 

chronic stress on mental health. Tailoring her discourse to the academic 

environment, she highlighted common stressors like deadlines, peer competition,

and the pressure of maintaining grades.

Afternoon Session: Coping Mechanisms

Post lunch, Ms. Lee transitioned into discussing strategies to combat stress. 

Drawing from cognitive behavioral therapy and positive psychology, she 

introduced techniques like reframing negative thought patterns and the 

significance of positive affirmations. Role-playing activities were the highlight, 

simulating real-life stressful scenarios. Students practiced their newly acquired 

coping techniques in these simulations, gaining confidence in their ability to 

manage real-world stressors.



Day 5: Tying it All Together

Morning Session: Reflections and Reviews

The final day began with a recapitulation of the week's teachings. Students 

shared their key takeaways, techniques they found most effective, and personal 

anecdotes of implementing their learnings in real-life scenarios.
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Morning Session: Reflections and Reviews

The final day began with a recapitulation of the week's teachings. Students 

shared their key takeaways, techniques they found most effective, and personal 

anecdotes of implementing their learnings in real-life scenarios.

Afternoon Session: Charting the Way Forward

The concluding session, facilitated by Dr. Mahimkar, was dedicated to ensuring 

the sustainability of the practices imbibed during the workshop. A guided 

meditation reinforced the techniques learned, while the closing discourse 

provided students with a roadmap to integrate these practices into their daily 

routines. The workshop culminated in a heartwarming pledge ceremony, where 

each participant vowed to prioritize their mental well-being and extend 

unwavering support to their peers.



Conclusion

In summary, this workshop was an immersive journey from understanding stress 

to actively implementing strategies to combat it. Through a blend of theory, 

practice, and personal reflection, each participant emerged equipped with tools 

to navigate the challenges of their academic and personal lives with resilience 

and grace.

 

M.E.S.  

PILLAI COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE,  
NEW PANVEL 

MINIMAL DWELLING Competition 2023-24 

Online Design Competition 
 

Session: 2023-24 Year: III 

Date: Friday, 30th June, 
2023 

Results: Mon, Oct 9th, 
2023 

Forum used: Online 

 

Faculty in charge: Prof. Tushara Kaliyath  

Coordinators:  Prof. Smita Dalvi, Prof. Shubhangi Bhide, Prof. Ajita Deodhar, Prof. Neha 
Sayed, Prof. Jui V. Choughule, and Prof. Neha Deshpande 

 
The Minimal Dwelling 2023 competition, hosted by Archiol, is a prestigious architectural 
design competition that challenges participants to explore and create innovative solutions 
for minimalist housing. The competition invites architects, designers, and creative thinkers 
from around the world to envision and design dwellings that prioritize minimalism, 
simplicity, and sustainability. The Competition was introduced as part of Design Esquisse in 
Sem V Architectural Design Studio, encompassing a two-week academic program. 
 
Participants are tasked with reimagining the concept of a dwelling space in a way that 
maximizes functionality and comfort while minimizing environmental impact and resource 
use. The competition encourages the exploration of compact, efficient, and aesthetically 
pleasing designs that can adapt to various settings and living conditions. 
 
Designers are expected to address critical issues related to housing, such as affordability, 
space optimization, and environmental considerations. The competition aims to inspire 
fresh perspectives on housing design and promote innovative solutions for the future of 
living spaces. It attracts a diverse array of talented individuals and teams who compete to 
showcase their creative vision and architectural skills in the realm of minimalism. 
 
In the highly competitive Minimal Dwelling 2023 competition, organized by Archiol, some 
outstanding design teams and individuals showcased their architectural prowess. Among 
the impressive Top 15 shortlist, PiCA, achieved notable recognition with Four of its teams 
making the cut. The teams included Sameer Pawar, Diksha Wavhal, Praveen Naik, and 
Sanjana Kamisetti, Bharambe Kirti and Chiara Karnik, and Janhavi Kankale, Rima George, and 
Shrushti Omble. Their innovative designs and creative approaches stood out in the 
competition, earning them a well-deserved spot among the top contenders. Additionally, 
Mrunal Khandare and Atharva Velhal were also awarded a Special Mention for their 
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exceptional design to the competition, further solidifying the presence of PiCa’s 
extraordinary talent in the field of minimalist dwelling design. 
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Format 6 

M.E.S.  

PILLAI COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE, New Panvel 

Design Dossier Workshop 

Subject: Architectural Design Session:   Year: 2023-24 

Date: 9/10/2023 to 
13/10/2023 

Time: 8.30 to 4.00 Venue: First floor studio 

 

Faculty  Co-Ordinator: Prof. Vrinda Padhye 

 Team: Prof. Jayraj Ghatge, Prof. Moushumi Kulkarni, Prof. Mahesh Karande, 
Prof. Ashwini Bhosale, Prof. Rahul Gharge, Prof. Gauri Damle  

 
EVENT POSTER: 
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Workshop Details Day wise with Geotagged photographs: 

 

 

Day 1 

Students worked on final sheets for Site Plan with Ground floor & first floor plan from 8.30 
to 4.00 pm. Majority of students finished it with pencil in class. Some of them managed to 
complete inking too. Faculties guided them to improve their line weights, representation of 
landscape, references were given from books such as Landscape Graphics. 
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Day 2 

Students worked on final sheets for roof plan with site from 8.30 to 4.00 pm. Majority of 
students finished it with pencil in class. Some of them managed to complete inking too. 
Faculties helped some students who were lacking behind to resolve their roofs as well as 
guided the others for representation of roof slopes using line gradation, marking different 
levels in roof, and how to make roof as a focus of particular sheet more than the 
surroundings. 

 



 

 

 

Day 3 

Students worked on final sheets for Sections from 8.30 to 4.00 pm. Majority of students 
finished it with pencil in class. Some of them managed to complete inking too. Faculties 
helped some students who were lacking behind to resolve their sections and details of it as 
well as guided the others for representation of sectional & elevation lines using line weights, 
labelling & dimensioning of spaces, and how to make section lively with the help of human 
figures & activities. 

 



 

 

 

Day 4 

Students worked on final sheets for Elevations from 8.30 to 4.00 pm. Majority of students 
finished it with pencil in class. Some of them managed to complete inking too. Faculties 
helped some students who were lacking behind to resolve their elevations and details of 
materials as well as guided the others for representation of elevation lines of back and forth 
using line weights, labelling & showing different levels, and how to make facade 
aesthetically appealing. 

 



 

 

 

Day 5: 

Students worked on final sheets for Details & views from 8.30 to 4.00 pm. Majority of 
students finished it with pencil in class. Some of them managed to complete inking too. 
Students who had not finished the earlier drawings also worked on some of them. Faculties 
guided on final refining of sheets for external jury. Session was also conducted to see the 
rendering ideas of students which they were planning to use for folio in conceptual sheet. 
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Students and faculty attendance Record: 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 



Details of the event:  

● When and How the event was conducted: 
The workshop was conducted during 9th to 13th October, 2023 in first floor studio 
with approximately 65 students of S Y B Arch. as attendees. 
 

● Significance of the event/topic: 
Design Dossier Workshop 
This workshop aims to guide budding architects in showcasing their design capabilities 
through an impeccable portfolio. 
 

● Gist / points covered in lecture / event: 
Aim: 
Enabling architecture students with the tools, insights, and methodologies necessary 
to curate a compelling and professional architectural portfolio that reflects their 
unique design perspective and journey. 
 
Objective: 
1. To introduce students to the principles of effective portfolio design, layout, and 
content selection. 
2. To provide hands-on experience in critiquing and refining portfolio pieces for 
maximum impact. 
3. To offer insights into the expectations of potential employers or graduate schools 
regarding portfolio submissions. 
4. To cultivate an understanding of how a well-designed portfolio can shape one's 
professional narrative and opportunities. 
5. To facilitate peer feedback sessions, allowing students to view their work from 
multiple perspectives and enhance their curation skills. 
 
 

● Brief take away of the event/lecture: 
In today's competitive world of architecture and design, presenting oneself effectively 
is paramount. A well-crafted portfolio is not just a collection of works; it's a testament 
to an architect's journey, skill set, and vision. 
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3. E-Learning

a. Pica E-Library 

b. K-Hub

c. Online journals

d. ICT classroom

e. Google classroom

f. Online classes
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M.E.S.  

PILLAI COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE, New Panvel 

THIRD YEAR STUDY TOUR REPORT 

Subject: Study Tour Session:  2023-24 Year: 3rd 

Date: 22nd Nov 2023 to 2nd Dec 2023 Venue: Delhi and Rajasthan 

 

Faculty Accompanied Prof. Ajita Deodhar, Prof. Rupali Vaidya, Prof. Tushara Kaliyath  

 

The architectural study tour for third-year students of Pillai College of Architecture, New 
Panvel, was planned from November 22nd to December 2nd, 2023 to Delhi and Rajasthan, 
covering Jaipur, Jodhpur, and Jaisalmer. 3 faculty members accompanied the 67 students on 
the tour. This report captures the essence of their educational journey and the experiences 
gained during this exploration and it outlines the pre-tour study, tour visit, and post-tour 
documentation process.  

 

A. Pre-Tour Preparation: 

Before embarking on the physical journey, a significant emphasis was placed on pre-tour 
preparation. The class was divided into groups to collect the information, data, and drawings 
of all the structures to be visited. After a brainstorming session of students and faculty 
members collective decision was made to compile the study tour documentation into a book 
format along with visual documentation of the journey through videos.  

B. Tour Journey: 

The itinerary included important landmarks in each city, offering a thorough exploration of 
architectural diversity. The choice of structures to visit in each city was strategically aligned 
with the current semester's syllabus, facilitating a hands-on understanding of various aspects 
directly relevant to their ongoing studies. 

 

Delhi (23rd Nov - 25th Nov): 

23rd November 2023 

India Habitat Centre: Two of the students explained the architecture based on their pre-tour 
study. Then all the students studied the spatial arrangements fostering cultural exchange. 
They examined the contemporary facade, open spaces, and green design principles, 
appreciating how architecture integrates with the surroundings. 



India International Centre: Designed by Joseph Allen Stein, the India International Centre was 
visited by students for a brief time. There students observed the interplay of modern and 
traditional elements. They focused on the layout's open courtyards, gardens, and clean lines, 
showcasing the architect's mastery in creating serene yet functional spaces. 

Delhi Haat: 

At Delhi Haat, students experienced a unique architectural perspective in the open-air market 
showcasing traditional Indian aesthetics. They observed cladding, and the market's spatial 
dynamics, appreciating the cultural vibrancy embedded in its design. 

24th November 2023 

Humayun's Tomb: At Humayun's Tomb, students tried to understand the symmetrical and 
geometric design, witnessing the fusion of Persian and Indian influences, Charbaug gardens, 
hasht-bihisht plan of the structure, and various design elements of Mughal architecture. The 
intricate red sandstone and white marble facade showcased the skilled craftsmanship of the 
Mughal era.  

Qutub Complex: The Qutub Minar complex offered students a historical ensemble featuring 
the iconic minar, Alai Minar, Alai Darwaza, Quwat-ul-islam mosque etc. They explored the 
blend of Indo-Islamic architecture seen in this 12th-century complex.   

YWCA Dwarka: Dwarka YWCA, designed by Morphogenesis, characterized sustainable design. 
Students got to visit and study the entire structure in detail. They observed the various 
elements, courtyards, basement, interactive steps, everything focusing on its impact on 
functionality and community.  

Red Fort: The Red Fort, a UNESCO World Heritage site, showcased Mughal architecture with 
its red sandstone walls and intricate marble inlays. Students explored the symmetrical layout, 
understanding the historical and architectural significance of this iconic structure 

Chandani Chowk: In the historical lanes of Chandani Chowk, students delved into the 
architectural richness of Old Delhi. They explored the narrow streets, intricate facades, and 
the vibrant chaos that defines this unique market in Old Delhi. 

25th November 2023 

Lotus Temple: The Lotus Temple, with its modern Indian architecture, became a focal point 
for students. They observed the symbolic lotus petals and the serene ambiance, appreciating 
the excellence in contemporary design. Students spent time inside the structure experiencing 
silence and the fine architectural details at the same time.  

Rashtrapati Bhavan: The official residence of the President of India, Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, blended classical and Indian architectural styles. Students 
studied classical Indian motifs adorning the structure, such as regal elephants and Rajasthani 
sketches. The visit was an experience in itself.  
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A guide narrating history of Red Fort, Delhi  Students explaining the architecture of IHC, Delhi 

Jaipur (26th Nov - 27th Nov): 

26th November 2023 

Amber Fort: Located on a hill, Amber Fort offered students a glimpse into the amalgamation 
of Rajput and Mughal architectural styles. They closely examined the intricate marble 
structures and detailed craftsmanship, studying the fort's role as a testimony to royal 
opulence. 

City Palace: The City Palace offered insights into the architectural competence of Maharaja 
Sawai Jai Singh II, serving as a royal residence and administrative center. Students saw the 
preservation of royal artifacts, textiles, manuscripts, and weaponry. 

Bapu Bazar: In the vibrant Bapu Bazar, students engaged with the architectural dynamics of a 
bustling marketplace. They observed the coexistence of traditional and modern architectural 
elements, capturing the essence of the city's architectural vibrancy. They also analysed and 
sketched the street section to understand the relationship of the structure and people. 
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bustling marketplace. They observed the coexistence of traditional and modern architectural 
elements, capturing the essence of the city's architectural vibrancy. They also analysed and 
sketched the street section to understand the relationship of the structure and people. 

27th November 2023 

Pearl Academy: The Pearl Academy in Jaipur, a renowned design institute, designed by 
Morphogenesis was a significant case study as an institute. Students studied the modern 
infrastructure characterized by innovative spaces and collaborative studios. They got to spend 
sufficient amount of time observing, sketching, and analysing various parts of the structure.  

Jawahar Kala Kendra: 

Designed by Charles Correa, Jawahar Kala Kendra reflected a harmonious blend of traditional 
Rajasthani architectural elements with modernist principles. Students understood the use of 
local materials and the incorporation of open spaces. They studied the transitions of open, 
semi-open, and closed spaces and also the role of light.  

Jantar Mantar: Jantar Mantar, a UNESCO World Heritage site, featured 18th-century 
astronomical instruments. Students explored this architectural marvel built by Maharaja 
Sawai Jai Singh II, reflecting precision and scientific advancement in ancient India. 
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Jaisalmer (28th Nov - 29th Nov): 

28th November 2023 

Jaisalmer Havelis: The three havelis provided an architectural canvas for students to 
appreciate intricate carvings and detailed stone craftsmanship. They observed the historical 
and cultural implications of Patwa Haveli, Salim Singh ki Haveli, and Nathmal Ji ki Haveli.  

29th November 2023 

Jaisalmer Fort: The Golden Fort, built with sandstone architecture, was a different experience 
for the students.  Visiting a live fort and trying to understand the integration of palaces, 
temples, shops, and homes within its walls was an exciting experience.  

Rajkumari Ratnavati School: Ratnavati Girl’s School designed by Diana Klogg, presented 
students with a unique architectural fusion, blending traditional Rajasthani elements with 
contemporary design. The eco-friendly architecture, featuring courtyards and natural 
ventilation, showcased sustainability in educational environments. Students spent 
approximately 2 hours studying the structure and understanding and analysing various design 
aspects.   

Kuldhara: Exploring the abandoned village of Kuldhara, students analyzed the architectural 
remnants that bore witness to the village's mysterious past. The deserted streets and 
structures became a canvas for unraveling architectural and historical narratives. 

 

 

 

Samm Desert, Jaisalmer    Jain Temple in Jaisalmer Fort   
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Jodhpur (30th Nov - 1st Dec): 

30th November 2023 

Umed Bhavan Palace: At Umaid Bhawan Palace students experienced the harmonious blend 
of Art Deco, Rajput, and European influences. The Chittar sandstone exterior, sleek lines, and 
geometric patterns were observed in how the palace reflected the architectural finesse of its 
time. They also visited the museum and interior courtyards.  

Walk from Ghantaghar to Jhalra (Stepwell): The walk from Ghantaghar to Jhalra(stepwell) 
provided students with a real-time experience of the city's character. Narrow lanes, local 
markets, local food outlets, and architecture of the old blue city was a great experience to 
have at the end of the day. Students got a chance to see the intricate design of the stepwell 
located at the base of the grand Meherangarh Fort. 

  



01st December 2023 

Mehrangarh Fort: Mehrangarh Fort showcased Rajputana grandeur and defense with its 
intricate stone carvings, expansive courtyards, and palatial structures spanning centuries. 
Students explored the fort's architectural defense mechanisms, trying to understand its 
commanding presence and immersive design.  

The Jaswant Thada: The white marble mausoleum of Jaswant Thada became a study in 
intricate latticework and architectural aesthetics. Students focused on the peaceful ambiance 
created amidst lush gardens, appreciating the memorial's tribute to the Rathore dynasty's 
architectural legacy. 
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C. Post-tour Documentation: 

Groups collaborated on designing the book template, ensuring a cohesive and visually 
appealing presentation. The entire class worked together to translate study tour observations 
into the Study tour booklet.  

Data collection and content creation: Information was sourced from locals, architects, guides, 
and historical records, forming the foundation of the documentation process. A diverse range 
of content was curated, reflecting the multifaceted nature of architectural exploration. The 
final content, destined for the book, included structure reviews, travelogues, articles, 
interviews, and other diverse textual formats. 

Sketches: On-site and post-tour sketches were meticulously created, focusing on the intricate 
details of structures, architecture, and streetscapes. 

Analytical Drawings: Students actively engaged in understanding and analyzing various 
structural aspects, noting observations, and creating analytical diagrams during the tour. 

Photography and Videography: The tour was extensively documented through photography 
and videography, providing a dynamic portrayal of each site visited. Photographs were used 
in various ways to represent the data in the book. Many part videos and a compiled video 
were prepared by the students giving a holistic idea of the study tour.  

Conclusion and Learning Outcomes: 

The study tour was a transformative experience for students, focusing on real-world projects, 
especially institutional and heritage structures across different eras. They gained valuable 
insights into architectural nuances, details, and streetscapes, enhancing their academic 
journey. Exploring both contemporary and heritage architecture, the tour deepened their 
appreciation for diverse styles. It also highlighted the interrelation between architecture and 
tourism in these cities. The collaborative creation of a comprehensive book further honed 
their teamwork and book presentation skills during the post-tour documentation phase. 
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M.E.S.  

PILLAI COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE , New Panvel

MATERIAL TESTING LAB VISIT

Subject : Theory and Design of Structure -III Session : 
2024 - 25

Year : 2nd

Date : 13th July 
2024 

Semester : 3rd 

Faculty Subject coordinator : Prof. Shital V. Marlapalle

Co-Faculty:- Prathmesh Deshpande

Dates of visits: - :  13th Jully 2024 

Location of visit: - Pillai HOC College of Engineering & Technology, Civil Department, CT 

Lab. 

Introduction:- 
Construction Materials Testing: - 

The testing process is important because it allows inspectors and builders to identify faults before an actual  
stress test, where personal and environmental safety is at risk. 

 A building’s structure is much more than floors, walls and a foundation. Virtually all buildings rely on a
variety  of  support  materials,  including  layers  of  soil  and  cement,  to  maintain  long-term  stability.
Construction materials testing (CMT) is a vital process that helps builders and site owners identify potential
problems before committing resources to the project. Testing is also essential for keeping the structure in
line with applicable legal requirements, including occupational safety and environmental regulations.

1 
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Purpose of material testing:- 

The material testing laboratory is an opportunity for B- ARCH students to test the behavior of building  
materials and to get the knowledge on building material testing.  

Planning and facilitation of material testing laboratories is a challenging search for balance between  
teaching real test methods & fostering productive learning about building material and their characteristics.  

The balancing act also includes consideration of:  

• Emphasis on learning by students not exposed to field condition versus learning of concepts to develop for 
future construction work,  

• Use of modern equipments versus the manual devices still commonly used in many laboratories,  

•  Integrating  laboratory  work  into  the  course  learning versus  allowing students  to  learn  independently.
Suggestions  are invited form experts,  academicians  and consultants  to  set  priorities for  improving both
learning and testing of building material 





Experiment no:-1 -Fineness of cement

Experiment 4: Slump cone apparatus
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Fig:_Type of slump :-Collapse slump

Fig;-Set of sieves -Sieve analysis of fine aggregate



Fig. Fineness modulus  of fine aggregate

Fig :-CTM:-Concrete cube test



Fig. Fineness modulus  of fine aggregate

Fig :-CTM:-Concrete cube test

M.E.S.

PILLAI COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE , New Panvel

Site Visit REPORT

FOLDS DESIGN STUDIO- Session : 2023-24 3RD  year 
Students

Date : 20/01/2024

Faculty 
coordinato
r

Prof. Prashant 

No. of Students 25 nos

Aim of the Visit:

The primary aim of the visit to fold design studio AT Nerul, Navi Mumbai, Maharashtra, was to gain 

insights into parametric design practices.

Objectives:

1) To understand parametric architecture design.

2) To observe fabrication practices

3) To understand different methods of parametric design fabrication

Introduction:-

Folds Design Studio

Initiated by Architect Krishna Murthy

is an architectural studio & Production house committed to developing futuristic and technologically

advanced designs.

Along with Ar. Anishka Maiti the studio has developed to diversify the discussion on digital design

and fabrication techniques within the contemporary discourse and practice of architecture.

The studio has grown over the years to build a 60,000 sq.ft. design and fabrication house with a team

of architects,  designers and fabrication artisans in-house,  The team of  more than 300 members

inspire with the help of latest cutting edge digital technology to built the designs.

Through years of experience and research with different fabric and texture the studio felt the need to

bridge the gap between Design technology and the built environment.

Details of the visit.

The batch of 3rd year in 2023-24 for 6th semester elective Parametric architecture Design we went 

to fold design studio in Nerul, Navi Mumbai. First the principal architect Mr. Krishnamurthy sir gave 

us brief about the parametric architecture, how it will be different than conventional architecture. 



Then he gave us introduction of environmental, user’s factor who affect the design. Then basic 

introduction of software tools and how this tools achieve better result that they mentioned.

In office one part was dedicated to workshop and fabrication, so they show us how the different 

fabrication methods for different materials. 

Outcome & Learnings

The visit to fold design studio provided a comprehensive understanding of parametric architecture 

design and practices. It showcased a holistic approach to parametric design with different 

component with different materials with maintaining sustainability, integrating eco-friendly 

materials, efficient resource utilization, and renewable energy.

The practical exposure gained during the visit enriched the students' knowledge and highlighted 

the significance of sustainable practices in creating practical and logistic approach of designing 

parametric studies.

PHOTOS

Guide Introduction of  Parametric architecture.
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