
5.4.1 There is a registered Alumni Association that contributes 
significantly to the development of the institution through financial 
and/or other support services.

Sr No. Following are the activities conducted by Alumni 

1 Alumni Association Certificate 
2 Alumni Talks 
3 Thesis Forum 
4 Guest Lecture
5 World Photography Day Competition 
6 Alumni Association Committee
7 MoU's with Alumni 
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PiCA Alumni Talks 
 

 

M.E.S.  

PILLAI COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE, New Panvel 

PiCA Alumni Talks 

Subject: Design Dissertation Session:  2023-24 Year:  5th 

Date:  

14.03.2024 

 

Time:  

09:30 am – 11:00pm 

 

Venue:  

5th year studio 

 

No. of students  

45 

      

Faculty Coordinator:   
Prof. Ajita Deodhar, Prof. Sarojini Lohot 
 
Attendees: 
Faculty members of PiCA 

Speakers invited 
 

Aishwarya Gothe (Graduation year – 2023) 
 

 
Alumni talks provide a platform for Alumni to showcase their work to the current batches of 
Pica. This year, Ar. Aishwarya Gothe, a recent graduate from our institute was invited to 
present her thesis work to the fifth year students. The session was arranged in the last phase 
of the dissertation and thus speaker was informed to focus on the segments of her thesis 
related to the final presentation.  
 
Prof. Ajita welcomed Aishwarya to present her thesis. Aishwarya presented her Design 
Dissertation work on “Making Invisibles Visible: Reintegrating Pavement Dwellers of 
Mumbai”. She mainly talked about formulating the entire thesis, what should be the focal 
points, and how to arrange drawings in panels to integrate Architectural Design Development 
(ARD) and Design (DD) drawings on the same sheet, offering a cohesive narrative. She further 
explained, how strategically placing enlarged sections alongside part views, she effectively 
conveyed the evolution of her design concept and its detailed execution in the final jury.  
 
Prof. Smita Dalvi discussed Aishwarya’s work and highlighted key takeaways for students.  
Following the presentation, students engaged in a Q&A session with Aishwarya, further 
enriching their understanding of her research and design process. 
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M.E.S.  

PILLAI COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE, New Panvel 

PiCA Thesis Forum 

Subject: Design Dissertation  Session: 2023-24  Year: 5th 

Date:  

21st June 2023 & 

12th July 2023 

Time: 09:00 am Venue: 5th Year studio / Conclave 2 

 

Faculty  Co-ordinator:  

Guest Speaker 21st June 2023 

Swarnim Waingankar (Graduation year – 2023) 

Daniyal Jaweed (Graduation year – 2023) 

 

12th July 2023 

Anju Pillai (Graduation year – 2023) 

Subiksha Rajagopalan (Graduation year – 2023) 

Angel Jaison (Graduation year – 2023) 

 

 

PiCA Thesis Forum is a lecture series where X-PiCAns present the process and outcome of 
their final-year Design Dissertations. It offers a platform for Design Dissertation discussions 
and the exchange of ideas between our students, faculty, and alumni.  

The Thesis Forum for Sem 9 students provided a platform for students from the previous 
year's batch to present their research thesis work to the current batch. This event aimed to 
share valuable insights, experiences, and guidance to inspire and assist current students in 
their thesis endeavors. The event was planned for two days. Day 1 of the forum featured 
presentations from two students and day 2 from three students, each presenting unique 
approaches and perspectives on conducting architectural research. 

 

 



Day 1 - June 21, 2023: 

The event commenced at 09:00 am on the 2nd Floor Studio. Prof. Ajita Deodhar welcomed 
Daniyal and Swarnim and asked them to share their research journeys. 

Daniyal Jaweed (2018-2023) presented his thesis on "Architecture and Identity - India 
Pavilion." He elaborated on the significance of exploring India's architectural identity through 
the lens of a pavilion. Daniyal shared his site study, case studies, and the development of the 
program. The students were inspired by his in-depth approach and the passion he exhibited 
for his subject. 

Swarnim Waingankar (2018-2023) explored the "Interface between aging experience and 
Leisure Architecture" in her thesis. She explained her choice of topic and the methodologies 
she employed to address this important aspect of architectural design. Swarnim's 
presentation resonated with the listeners, and her insights into how to understand the users 
and considerations for designing spaces for them were appreciable.   

 

 



 

 

 



Day 2 - July 12, 2023: 

The second day of the PiCA Thesis Forum took place at Conclave -2, 6th floor, starting at 09:00 
am. Three more alumni presenters shared their research work, providing the current batch 
with a diverse range of architectural themes and ideas. 

Subiksha Rajagopalan (2018-2023) presented her research on "Exploring the potential of 
bamboo as a sustainable and flexible construction material - A case of the Warli tribal 
community." It primarily focused on the intersection of community, material, and 
construction techniques. She emphasized the importance of maintaining architectural 
relevance throughout the research process and conducting user studies to understand the 
needs and preferences of the community being served. 

Angel Jaison (2018-2023) presented her thesis on "Research center for Geosciences in 
Peninsular India." Her research centered around building typology and its correlation with 
geological factors. She stressed the importance of maintaining a research journal, aligning 
research with personal interests, defining scope and limitations, and providing 
comprehensive research descriptions, including application, objectives, and an engaging 
mode of presentation and shared the challenges she faced and the solutions she devised 
during her thesis journey. 

Anju Pillai (2018-2023) focused on "Reimagining the Future of Kainakary Architecture for the 
Ephemeral Landscapes" in her thesis. Her research was centered on site-specific, place-based 
studies. She discussed her extensive mapping and detailed study of the macro area of 
Alapurzha, highlighted her experiences and solutions to challenges encountered during site 
studies, and emphasized the importance of proper documentation. Anju also distinguished 
between macro and microsite concerns and their significance in architectural research. 

The Q&A session provided an interactive platform for students to seek further clarification 
and insights from the presenters. Discussions included effective site study techniques, the 
rationale behind choosing specific materials, and the importance of knowledge sharing 
among peers.  

In conclusion, all the alumni presenters shared their unique research processes, the 
challenges faced, and the lessons they learned from both successes and failures. Their 
willingness to be open and candid about their experiences allowed the current batch to gain 
valuable insights into the world of architectural research and design. 



 

 



 



 



 

M.E.S.  

PILLAI COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE, New Panvel 

Guest Lecture: Hotel and Hospitality Design – Highwayside facilities 

Subject: Architectural Design  Session:  I Year: 2023-24 

Date: 07.07.2023 Time: 09:00 am Venue: Conclave 2 

 

Faculty  Co-ordinator: Prof. Smita Dalvi, Prof. Ajita Deodhar 

 Guest Speaker: Eranna Yekbote  

 

As part of the PiCA Archilogics Lecture Series, the lecture titled 'Hotel and Hospitality Design' 
featured Architect Eranna Yekbote as the guest speaker on July 7, 2023 in Conclave 2.  

The lecture was organized for semester V students as it is directly related to their ongoing 
architectural design project, the Wayside Amenity Centre on the Mumbai-Pune Expressway. 
This lecture aimed to contextualize their project within the real-world framework of highway-
side amenities and hotels. It provided students with valuable insights into the complexities of 
designing motels, restaurants, retail spaces, and recreational facilities along a highway. 

During Ar. Eranna Yekbote's lecture, several key insights were shared. He showcased a diverse 
portfolio of hotel projects, ranging from luxurious resorts to roadside inns, demonstrating his 
versatility in design. Emphasizing the importance of location and context, Yekbote urged 
students to create designs that harmonize with their surroundings. He also explored the 
intricacies of planning efficient layouts, considering guest flow, accessibility, and staff 
functionality within hotels. Additionally, the lecture highlighted the integration of technology 
and sustainable practices to enhance guest experience. Students asked queries regarding 
building services, site planning, and the viability of creative concepts, and Ar. Yekbote 
responded by sharing his practical experiences and offering valuable advice. 

In conclusion, Ar. Eranna Yekbote's lecture on Hotel and Hospitality Design inspired Sem V 
students, leaving them motivated with fresh ideas for their project. It enhanced their 
understanding of design complexities and added value to their academic journey, making it a 
memorable and enlightening experience. 

 

 

 



  

 

  

 



 

 

 



 

M.E.S.  

PILLAI COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE, NEW PANVEL 

World Environmental Day Poster Design Competition 2023-24 

 Session: 2023-24 Year: I 

Date: 2th December 2023 Results: 5th December 

2023 

Forum used: Google Classroom 

 

Faculty in charge: Prof. Tushara Kaliyath and Prof. Sarojini Lohot 

 
The Pillai College of Architecture recently celebrated World Environmental Day through a 
Poster Design Competition held on December 2, 2023. This annual event, a highlight in the 
college's calendar, aims to engage students creatively in environmental advocacy, with this 
year’s focus being on pollution and pollution control. Conducted on Google Classroom, the 
competition facilitated broad participation. 
 
The contest required students to create visually compelling and informative posters that 
either raised awareness about pollution or promoted ideas on how to control it. The 
response was overwhelming, with numerous entries showcasing a diverse range of styles, 
interpretations, and messages. Each submission was evaluated on its originality, relevance 
to the theme, artistic quality, and the impact of its message. 
 
On December 5, 2023, the results were announced, revealing a set of winners who 
distinguished themselves through their creativity and insightful perspectives on 
environmental issues. Nidhi Mirajkar and Sunita Swain clinched the first prize with their 
innovative approach that blended impactful imagery with actionable information on 
pollution control. The second prize was awarded to Nupur Mahadik and Vaishnavi Patil, who 
impressed the judges with their detailed artistic expression and effective communication of 
the theme. The third prize went to Lakshana Iyer and Tessy Thomas for their evocative 
design that skillfully conveyed the consequences of pollution. 
 
Special mention were made for Shlok Sarmalkar and Asha Bareja, whose entries, although 
not placing in the top three, were noted for their exceptional creativity and persuasive 
messages. These accolades acknowledge the significant effort and thought put into their 
works, emphasizing that every contribution towards raising environmental awareness is 
valuable. 
 
This competition not only highlighted the creative talents of the students at Pillai College of 
Architecture but also played a crucial role in fostering a deeper understanding and 
commitment towards environmental issues among the youth. By integrating art and 



environmental education, the event inspired students to become advocates for 
sustainability and pollution control, reflecting the college's commitment to nurturing 
responsible and aware future architects and designers. 
 



  
Nidhi Mirajkar and Sunita Swain first prize 

 

 

 



 

Nupur Mahadik and Vaishnavi Patil Second prize  



 

Lakshana Iyer and Tessy Thomas Third prize 



 

 

Shlok Sarmalkar and Asha Bareja Special mention 

  



 

 

 



Mahatma Education Society's 

PILLAI COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE 
Dr. K.-M.. ~n Pllal Campus, Sector 16., New PalWel, Mah. India 410 206. 

Tel.: 022 27~5 6100 /27~ 1700 / 27-18176'4 Fax! 022 27~ 3208 
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Date: 11th April 2023 

CONSTITUTION OF ALUMNI COMMITTEE FOR THE AY 2023-2024 

The alumni association of Pillai's college of Architecture (PiCA), New Panvel, Navi Mumbai shall 

be referred to as "X-PiCAN". The aims and objectives for which the association is established are 

as below: 

l. Networking: To provide a forum for members of the association for interaction and to 

sustain a sense of belonging amongst the members of the association with the institute 

through mutually beneficial contacts. 

2. Value Creation: To develop the association in a manner that creates value & contributes to 

the identity & brand of the institute in the public domain. 

3. Professional Relationship: To organize programs that is relevant to the professional 

development of the members of the association and the institute. 

4. Academic Relationship: To engage with the institute & the public domain in a manner that 

is socially relevant. 
5. Documentation: To collec~ publish & distribute information as may be useful to the 

members of the association & the institute. 

List of the members in the association are as follows: 

Sr. Name Position Mobile Email ID 
No. N11mber 

1. Dr. Sudnya Mahimkar President 9969168272 sudnyamahimkar@mes.ac.in 

2. Prof. J inu Kurien Vice President 9833947673 jkurien@mes.ac.in 

3. Prof. Vrinda Padhye Secretary 9820811619 vrindapadhyc@mes.ac.in 

4. Dr. Smita Dalvi Joint Secretary 9969664859 smitadalvi@mes.ac.in 

5. Prof. Jiou Kurien Treasurer 9833947673 jkurien@mes.ac. in 

6. Dr. Neha Sayed Joint Secretary 9702085590 nsayed@mes.ac.in 

7. Prof. Sasmit Acbarekar Executive Member 9819S73108 sasmita@mes.ac.in 

8. Prof. Ashwini Bhosale Executive Member 9820540690 ashwini.patil@mes.ac. in 

9. Prof. Ajita Dcodhar Executive Member 9819)68033 aj itadeodhar@mes.ac. in 

IO Prof. Tushara .Kaliyath Executive Member 9619138142 tusharakaliyath@mcs.ac.in 

11 Ar. Eranna Ekbote Executive Member 9821293316 cramumbai@gmail.com 

0 
ev, 

10. s«tcc 

Dr. Sudnya Mahimkar ~o 
Principal & Member Secretary 

PRINCIPAL 
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